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As many know, 
October has 
been set aside 

as the month to spread 
awareness and knowledge 
about the battle of breast 
cancer that many women 
and men are up against. 
This year, October 13 is 
the day Americans set 
aside as “U.S. Metastatic 
Breast Cancer Awareness 
Day” and according to The 
Awareness Days Calendar, 
October 21, 2022 is the 
day that Americans dress 
up and in pink in order 
raise money and support 
on how breast cancer is 
tearing apart the lives of so 
many strong individuals.

The more people that 
participate in these fun-
draisers, the more likely 
someone is to know about 
the dangers of breast can-
cer. The more money raised 
helps the men and women 
DIÀLFWHG� WR� FRQWLQXH� WKHLU�
lives, healthily. Accord-
ing to the Mayo Clinic, 
breast cancer affects over 
2 0 0 , 0 0 0 Amer-
i c a n s p e r 
year 
and 
i s 

breastfeeding, as studies show 
that breastfeeding can reduce 
the risk of early onset or pre-

menopausal breast cancer. 
When asked, Truitt Mayhue 
(12) said, “It is important to 
raise awareness for breast 
cancer because it is a very 
serious that, if not treated, 
can lead to death. Wearing 
pink and being able to talk 
about the risks of breast can-
cer is a very helpful way to 
spread awareness.” May-
hue makes a good point, as 
even just being able to talk 
about breast cancer in pub-
lic settings is so much more 
effective than people think.

Overall, October, bet-
ter known as Breast Cancer 
Awareness month, is a month 
to raise awareness for every 
survivor and victim of breast 
cancer, man or woman. Rais-
ing awareness helps prevent 
people from not knowing the 
risks and knowing that it is 
VLJQL¿FDQW�WR�UHDOL]H�WKH�GDQ-
gers and symptoms and what 
it means to catch it early. 
Death rates for breast cancer 
decline more and more with 

every word 
s p o k e n 

a b o u t 
breast 
c a n -
c e r . 

consumption down to a 
minimum. Breast can-
cer risks also tend to come 
down to weight, as people 
who are overweight tend to 
have a higher risk when it 
comes to being diagnosed. 
Fortunately, breast cancer 
death rates have declined by 
60-70 percent since 1990.

As stated before, catch-
ing breast cancer in its earli-
est stages is so crucial, and 
there are certain genetic tests 
that can help. For example, 
breastcancer.org states that 
most people who develop 
breast cancer tend to have 
no family history of the dis-
ease, as up to only ten per-
cent of breast cancers are 
hereditary. However, people 
with a strong family history 
of breast cancer might have 
a slight chance of inheriting 
an abnormal gene linked to 
a greater risk of breast can-
cer, which is why genetic 
testing is given as a choice 
to many women. A genetic 
WHVW�DQDO\]HV�JHQHV� WR�VHH� LI�
there are any abnormalities 
that might increase an indi-
vidual’s risk of breast can-
cer. In fact, another risk fac-
tor of breast cancer is not 

symptoms of breast cancer.
Unfortunately, in the 

U.S., one in every eight 
women is said to be di-
agnosed or know some-
one who is diagnosed with 
breast cancer. Staff mem-
ber, Avery Holland (11), 
has had a family member, 
her mom, who has been di-
agnosed with breast cancer. 
When asked, Holland said, 
³%UHDVW� FDQFHU� KDV� GH¿-
nitely been tough to handle, 
especially when it affects to 
someone I am so close to. It 
is scary and extremely hard 
which is why it is so impor-
tant to spread awareness, 
and there are certain things 
people can do to spread 
awareness that can go a long 
way.” Like Holland said, 
there are things we can do 
to help such as raising mon-
ey or starting fundraisers.

Although breast cancer 
is fairly common, there are 
things that men and women 
can do to reduce likelihood 
of getting it. According to 
the cancer website 2Unstop-
pable, exercising regularly 
can help keep breast cancer 
at bay. Another way to pre-
vent breast cancer is by cut-

ting alcohol 

the second leading cause 
of cancer-related death, be-
hind skin cancer. Women are 
more likely to get diagnosed 
with breast cancer than men.

Luckily, there are doctors 
that are here to help women 
and men who struggle with 
this battle.  These doctors 
are known as oncologists or 
breast surgeons. Pearl Ma-
gee’s (10) mom is a nurse 
practicioner. When asked 
about how breast cancer af-
fects her everyday life, Ma-
gee said, “Breast cancer not 
only affects the person who 
has it but their friends and 
family who care about them. 
My mother is a women’s 
health nurse practitioner and 
she performs routine breast 
exams and mammograms. 
She has taught me the im-
portance of catching breast 
cancer early. Encouraging 
all your friends and fam-
ily to perform self-breast 
exams monthly and anyone 
over 40 years old to have 
yearly mammograms is so 
important.” It is great to have 
health professionals who are 
willing to help with women’s 
health and to inform people 
about the dangers and arising 

Go to page 2 to see informa-
tion about the Jackson Water 
Crisis!
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A  s many know, 
the neighbor-
ing city of 

Jackson is going through 
a water crisis from past 
ÀRRGLQJV� DQG� LQIUDVWUXF-
ture failure. Jackson’s 
ZDWHU� SXPSV� UHFHLYHG�
GDPDJH� IURP� ÀRRGLQJ�
of the Pearl River. This 
in turn left the people 
of Jackson, Mississip-
pi without clean water. 
$� VWXGHQW� IURP� 0DGL-
son Central, Eva Martin 
����� VDLG� ³�0\� DXQW� DQG�
JUDQGPRWKHU�ZKR� OLYH� LQ�
-DFNVRQ� EHFDPH� DIIHFWHG�
E\� WKLV� FULVLV� DQG� ZHUH�
UHVWULFWHG� LQ� ZKDW� IRRGV�
VKRXOG�EH�HDWHQ�DQG�WKHLU�
actions.” Impacting the 
way people live on no 
water, the failing water 
V\VWHP� KDV� FDXVHG�PDQ\�
WR� UHVRUW� WR�ERWWOHG�ZDWHU�
DQG�WKH�VXSSRUW�RI�RWKHUV��
7KH���������SHRSOH�UHVLG-
LQJ�LQ�-DFNVRQ�KDYH�GHDOW�
ZLWK� D� GHFUHDVHG� TXDO-
ity of life because they 
FRXOG�QRW�GULQN��ZDVK��RU�
EDWKH�DV�WKH\�KDG�EHIRUH�

         To sup-
port the neighboring city 
of Jackson, communi-
WLHV�IURP�DOO�DURXQG�KDYH�
EHHQ� KHOSLQJ� WR� SURYLGH�
FOHDQ�� ERWWOHG� ZDWHU� IRU�
Jackson’s crisis. With the 
help of our communi-
WLHV�� -DFNVRQ� KDV� ODVWHG�

through the water crisis 
DQG�UHFHQWO\�OLIWHG�WKH�ERLO�
QRWLFH�� 'XULQJ� WKH� KDUGHVW�
WLPHV��PRVW�VFKRROV�KDG�WR�
VKXW�GRZQ�DV�ZHOO�DV�VRPH�
businesses for the time be-
LQJ� IRU� KHDOWK� UHDVRQV� DQG�
WKH� GHFUHDVH� LQ�ZDWHU� VXS-
SO\��:D\V� RQH�ZRXOG� FRQ-
WULEXWH� LV� ³%\� GRQDWLQJ�
ZDWHU� WR� WKH� ¿UH� VWDWLRQV��
0LVVLVVLSSL�)RRG�1HWZRUN��
RU� GRQDWLQJ� PRQH\� RQOLQH�
IRU� WKH� FDXVH�´� VXJJHVWHG�
%HWKDQ\�%DUU\� ������/RFDO�
VFKRROV�LQFOXGLQJ�0DGLVRQ�
&HQWUDO�� 5LGJHODQG� +LJK�
6FKRRO��*HUPDQWRZQ�+LJK�
6FKRRO�� DQG� 9HOPD� -DFN-
son took part in a water 
GULYH� IRU� -DFNVRQ� RQ� 6HS-
tember 6 through Septem-
EHU� ��� 7KHVH� ZDWHU� GULYHV�
SURYLGHG� PXFK� QHHGHG�
water for many people 
across the city of Jackson.

         While Jack-
son’s water became con-
WDPLQDWHG�� SHRSOH� EHFDPH�
PRUH� DQG� PRUH� IUXVWUDWHG�
WKDW�WKH\�KDG�WR�FRQWLQXH�WR�
pay bills for water that was 
unsafe for consumption. 
,QVSHFWRUV� IRXQG����YLROD-
tions in the water’s safety 
IRU�GULQNLQJ�DQG�HYHQWXDOO\�
a state of emergency was 
LVVXHG� E\� *RYHUQRU� 7DWH�
Reeves. On August 30, 
������ -RH� %LGHQ� DSSURYHG�
WKH� HPHUJHQF\� GHFODUDWLRQ�
ZKLFK�JDYH�-DFNVRQ�WKH�DG-
GLWLRQDO� IXQGLQJ� DQG� VXS-
SRUW� WR� DGGUHVV� WKH� HPHU-
gency. Thinking back, this 

water boil-notice contami-
nation issue has been going 
RQ� IRU� GHFDGHV�� ³)RU� PDQ\�
years, I feel like we are only 
UHVSRQGLQJ� WR� LW� QRZ� WKDW� LW�
LV� KDSSHQHG�� QRZ� WKDW� LW� LV�
too late,” states Walker Scott 
������ /DVW� \HDU� LQ� -DFNVRQ��
there were more than 200 
GD\V� WKDW� WKH� FLW\� ZDV� XQ-
GHU� D�ZDWHU� ERLO�� WZR�WKLUGV�
RI� D� \HDU�� DQG� QRZ� LW� KDV�
EHHQ� DGGUHVVHG� LQ� ����� DV�
the severity has gotten even 
ZRUVH��%DWKLQJ�RU�VKRZHULQJ�
LQ�-DFNVRQ�KDV�QRZ�UHTXLUHG�

Queen Elizabeth II 
was born at 2:40 a.m. on 
April 21, 1926, she was the 
¿UVW� FKLOG� RI� 7KH� 'XNH� DQG�
'XFKHVV� RI� <RUN� ZKR� KDG�
later become King George 
9,� DQG� 4XHHQ� (OL]DEHWK���
The Princess was chris-
WHQHG� (OL]DEHWK� $OH[DQGULD�
Mary in the private chapel 
DW� %XFNLQJKDP� 3DODFH�� 6KH�
ZDV�QDPHG�DIWHU�KHU�PRWKHU�
ZKLOH�KHU�WZR�PLGGOH�QDPHV�
ZHUH� KHU� JUHDW� JUDQGPRWK-

HU�� 4XHHQ� $OH[DQGULD� DQG�
JUDQGPRWKHU� 4XHHQ� 0DU\�

In 1930 Princess Eliza-
beth’s sister Princess Mar-
JDUHW� 5RVH� ZDV� ERUQ�� DQG�
the family of four were 
YHU\� FORVH�� � %XW� WKH� IDP-
LO\¶V�OLIH�KDG�FRPH�WR�DQ�HQG�
LQ� ������ ZKHQ� KHU� JUDQG-
IDWKHU� .LQJ� *HRUJH� 9� KDG�
GLHG�� � +LV� HOGHVW� VRQ� .LQJ�
(GZDUG� 9,,� KDG� FRPH� WR�
the throne but before the 
HQG� RI� WKH� \HDU� KH� JDYH�
XS� LQ� RUGHU� WR� PDUU\� 0UV��
Wallis Simpson.  There-
fore Princess Elizabeth’s 
IDWKHU� VWHSSHG� RQWR� WKH�
WKURQH� DV�.LQJ�*HRUJH�9,�

$IWHU�KHU�IDWKHU�VXFFHHG-
HG�WR� WKH�WKURQH�WKDW�PHDQW�
Princess Elizabeth was the 
¿UVW�LQ�OLQH�WR�WKH�WKURQH�VR�
VKH� VWDUWHG� WR� VWXG\� FRQVWL-
WXWLRQDO� KLVWRU\� DQG� ODZV�
for preparation of her future 
role.  Princess Elizabeth 
,,� ZDV� FURZQHG� TXHHQ� RQ�
February 2, 1952 following 

WKH� GHDWK� RI� KHU� IDWKHU�.LQJ�
*HRUJH�9,���������������6KH�
was constitutionally respon-
VLEOH�IRU�KXQGUHGV�RI�PLOOLRQV�
RI� FRORQLDO� VXEMHFWV� VSUHDG�
across some 70 colonies, 
WHUULWRULHV�� DQG� PDQGDWHV�

Queen Elizabeth impact-
HG�WKH�ZRUOG�LQ�VR�PDQ\�GLI-
IHUHQW� ZD\V�� VKH� SUHVLGHG� DW�
RI¿FLDO� FHUHPRQLHV�� KRVWHG�
ZRUOG�OHDGHUV�DQG�WUDYHOHG�LQ�
VXSSRUW�RI�WKH�%ULWLVK�JRYHUQ-
PHQW�� � +DYLQJ� D� MRE� IRU� ���
years means you have seen 
D� ORW� RI� ZRUOG� OHDGHUV� FRPH�
DQG� JR�� � 7KH� ¿UVW� %ULWLVK�
SULPH� PLQLVWHU� VKH� ZRUNHG�
with was Winston Churchill, 
ZKR� KDG� JRYHUQHG� WKH� QD-
WLRQ� WKURXJK� :RUOG� :DU� ,,�

Along with all of her 
FKDOOHQJHV� VKH� DOVR� KDG� DF-
complishments.  One of her 
biggest ac-
complish-
ments was 
being a 
r e l i a b l e 

one to keep their mouths 
FORVHG� WR�SUHYHQW� LQJHVWLRQ�
of the water. Along with 
people, pets were now not 
DOORZHG�WR�XVH�WKH�ZDWHU�DV�
WKH\�SOHDVHG��7KLV�KDV�EHHQ�
an even bigger problem for 
SHRSOH� ZKR� DUH� VLFN� DQG�
LQMXUHG�� EHFDXVH� WKH\� QHHG�
WKH� ZDWHU� HYHQ� PRUH�� 1RW�
WR�PHQWLRQ� WKH�FXUUHQW�GLV-
HDVHV� VSUHDGLQJ� DFURVV� WKH�
ZRUOG�� 'ULQNLQJ� WKH� FRQ-
WDPLQDWHG� ZDWHU� PD\� OHDG�
WR� (�� FROL� H[SRVXUH� �DQL-
mal waste), hair loss, skin 

UDVKHV�� DQG� GLJHVWLYH� LVVXHV�
         As of now, 

the water pressure in Jack-
VRQ�KDV�EHHQ�UHVWRUHG�DQG�WKH�
water boil-notice has been 
OLIWHG�� EXW� WKH� ZDWHU� VWLOO� UH-
PDLQV� D� WKUHDW� WR� UHVLGHQWV��
There have been talks of 
replacing the water pumps 
DQG� LQIUDVWUXFWXUH� RYHU� WKH�
years but has not yet been 
FRQ¿UPHG��$OWKRXJK�PRVW� LV�
UHVWRUHG� DQG� DOPRVW� EDFN� WR�
normal, it is still never too 
ODWH�WR�VXSSRUW�WKRVH�LQ�QHHG�

Jenny Ngyuen
STAFF WRITER

Lohen Romero 
STAFF WRITER

DQG� VWHDG\� PRQDUFK�� � 6KH�
DOVR� EHFDPH� WKH� ¿UVW� %ULW-
LVK� PRQDUFK� WR� DGGUHVV�
congress.  She set a very 
JRRG�H[DPSOH�IRU�(QJODQG��
%URRNH� %XPJDUQHU� �����
VDLG��³,� WKLQN�4XHHQ�(OL]D-
EHWK� VHUYHG� (QJODQG� LQ� D�
YHU\�JRRG�PDQQHU�EHFDXVH�
VKH� ZDV� YHU\� UHVSHFWHG�
DQG� UHVSHFWIXO� WR� WKH� SHR-
SOH�DURXQG�KHU�� �:KHQ�\RX�
H[DPLQH� KHU� OLIH�� \RX� ZLOO�
VHH� WKDW� VKH� ORRNHG� DW� KHU�
position more as a role of 
VHUYLFH� DQG� OHDGHUVKLS�� LQ-
VWHDG� RI� MXVW� EHLQJ� FRQVLG-
HUHG� UR\DOW\�´� � 7KH� TXHHQ�
ZDV� D� YHU\� JRRG� OHDGHU���
6KH� PDGH� GHFLVLRQV� HYHQ�
ZKHQ� LW� ZDV� GLI¿FXOW�� VKH�
KDG� QR� SHUVRQDO� DJHQGD��
VKH�MXVW�ZDQWHG�WR�VHUYH�KHU�
FRXQWU\� DQG� VKH� ZDV� YHU\�
consistent in her approach.

8QIRUWXQDWHO\�� GXH� WR�
ROG� DJH� 4XHHQ� (OL]DEHWK�
SDVVHG� DZD\� RQ� 6HSWHP-
EHU� ��� ������ � 7KH� TXHHQ�

Above:�0DGLVRQ�&HQWUDO�VWXGHQWV��$OH[D�$LQVZRUWK������DQG�0DU\�&ODLUH�%XWWV������
help with the Water Drive.

ZDV� ��� \HDUV� ROG�� PDNLQJ�
her the longest-reigning 
%ULWLVK� PRQDUFK�� DOVR� WKH�
ORQJHVW�OLYHG� VRYHUHLJQ� WKDW�
%ULWDLQ� KDV� HYHU� KDG�� � (Y-
HU\RQH� ZDV� YHU\� XSVHW� DQG�
GLG� QRW� NQRZ�ZKDW� WR� WKLQN��
HYHQ� SHRSOH� RXWVLGH� RI� WKH�
country Sara Reeves Thom-
DV� ����� VDLG�� ³:KHQ� ,� IRXQG�
out the unfortunate news of 
WKH�TXHHQ¶V�GHDWK��,�ZDV�YHU\�
VDG� DQG� ,� FRXOG� QRW� LPDJLQH�
WKH� ZD\� (QJODQG� KDG� IHOW�´�

King Charles III is the 
4XHHQ¶V� HOGHVW� VRQ� DQG� KH�
came to the throne after the 
GHDWK� RI� KLV� PRWKHU�� (PPD�
5DXVK� ����� VDLG� ³� ,� WKLQN�
.LQJ�&KDUOHV�ZLOO�GR�D�JRRG�
MRE�DV�NLQJ�DQG�QHYHU�OHW�(QJ-
ODQG�IRUJHW�DERXW�KLV�PRWKHU�´��
%ULWDLQ�ZLOO�EH�YHU\�GLIIHUHQW�
because the rock that they 
were built on is now gone 
EXW� WKHLU� FRXQWU\� ZRXOGQ¶W�
be the way it is without the 
help of Queen Elizabeth.
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Caroline King 
CO-EDITOR-IN-
CHIEF thing that he mentioned was that 

the food portions in America 
are much larger than they are 
in Germany. This is something 
that Thissen knew beforehand 
but was shocked that it was true. 
Lastly, the way that tax is pre-
sented varies between here and 
Germany. In the US, an item is 
labeled with the actual price and 
when you get to checkout, the 
tax is added at the end for all 
the items. In Germany and many 
other European countries, tax is 
already factored into the labeled 
price so at checkout there is not 
tax added on. Thissen was very 
lost when he went to the store 
IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�KHUH��DV�KH�ZDV�
confused why each item was so 
much more expensive than its 
label. While there are many dif-
ferences between Germany and 
the US, there are many similari-
ties that make the US feel like 
home, even if it is only for a year. 
 Being a part of the ten-
nis team has been a fun and en-
gaging way for Thissen to be 
involved in all that Madison 
Central has to offer. “Jan and I 
have gotten pretty close, and 
I am grateful that he has been 
here and experienced some fun, 
amazing things with our team.” 
Molly Bennett (12) said. As one 
of Thissen’s teammates, she has 
enjoyed getting to know him and 
is excited along with him for the 
upcoming spring season. Anoth-
er teammate of Thissen, Emmie 

This year, Madison Cen-
tral (MC) has a new for-
eign exchange student, Jan 

Thissen (11). 
He is a junior and is also play-
ing on the MC tennis team. He is 
originally from Düsseldorf, Ger-
many which is over 4,700 miles 
away from Mississippi. As a for-
eign exchange student, you get to 
experience many new things and 
meet many new people. Thissen 
has been very appreciative of his 
time here already and can’t wait 
for what the rest of his stay holds. 
 He wanted to participate 
in the Foreign Exchange Program 
to leave his original home for a 
year and meet many new people 
in the US. Thissen said, “I am 
very interested in going to college 
here in the US.” Going to college 
in the US played a big part into 
why he wanted to come here as 
a foreign exchange student. He 
wanted to get a taste of what it 
was like to live in the US, which 
would hopefully help him if he 
ended up going to college here. 
 Thissen notes that there 
are many things here in the US 
that are different than back home 
in Germany. First, college football 
is a lot bigger of a thing in the US 
than it is in Germany. Here mostly 
everyone has been to a game be-
fore and for most it is a part of 
every weekend in the fall. This-
sen said that this was very odd to 
him when he got here. Another 

Chandler (12) said, “It has been 
super exciting having a foreign 
exchange student on our team 
this year. After having a foreign 
exchange student on the team 
last year and another this year, 
it seems to have become a tradi-
tion.” The MC tennis team has 
enjoyed having Thissen on their 
team just as much as he has en-
joyed being on the team this year. 
 As of his third month 
here in the US, Thissen is stoked 

for the rest of his year here 
and will be sad about leaving 
in June. He wants to come 
back as soon as he can after 
he leaves to go back home, 
hopefully coming back for 
college. Our school and the 
MC tennis team and has 
thoroughly enjoyed having 
him here and is going to be 
sad seeing him go in June 
back home, but excited for 
his time here before then. 

Above: Jan Thissen (11) poses for a picture in front of the castle in 
Disney World’s Magic Kingdom.

 Margaret Anne Henderson (12) toured Au-
burn University. Henderson thoroughly enjoyed 
visiting Auburn. “The campus was beautiful, 
and the scenery was picturesque,” said Hender-
son. She likes the dorms and thinks that the dining 
halls offer a wonderful selection of food. Hender-
son wants to major in biomedical Engineering and 
thinks that she would enjoy the Engineering pro-
gram that Auburn has. This school is one of her 
top three choices for where she will attend college.
 

 Elizabeth Wasson (12), Teeda Phann (12), and Cam-
eron Rainey (12) all toured The University of Southern 
Mississippi (USM) together. Wasson and Phann are still 
unsure where they want to attend, but after touring USM 
Rainey are looking into going there. Rainey said, “I fa-
vored USM’s beautiful campus that is big enough in size to 
accommodate a diverse class of students while still being 
small enough to feel homey.” Rainey also thinks that USM 
offers many great amenities and has nice living spaces. She 
thinks people should visit to see what the campus is all about.

 Anna Kimbrell (12) and Ella Ruhl (12) recently toured The 
University of Georgia (UGA). Kimbrell said, “The campus was 
very pretty and unexpectedly hilly. All the amenities were updated, 
and the dorms were great.” The campus was large and offered so 
many opportunities to get involved. Kimbrell is interested in major-
ing in Pre-Law to eventually go to Law School. The law school at 
UGA seemed amazing and she could see herself in it, if she attend-
ed UGA. Overall, their favorite part about UGA was the stadium.
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Go v e r n m e n t 
Club is a for-
mative experi-

ence for young high school 
students to become active 
members in our country’s 
government after they 
graduate. The club helps 
not only the members 
learn about legislation and 
policies but also the en-
tire school. This year the 
Government Club put on a 
voter registration drive on 
National Voter Registra-
tion Day, September 20.  
Another event the club also 
prepares for is Youth Leg-
islature. The club members 
prepare from the beginning 
of the school year until 
November 10 the day of 
the mock legislation. Each 
member is a vital part that 
FRQWULEXWHV� WR� WKH�HI¿FLHQ-
cy of this well-run group.

Less than half of the 
population size for ages 
18 through 24 voted in the 
November 2020 election 
in Mississippi. Through 
creating voter registra-
tion drives, the younger 
age group of Mississip-
pians can have their voice 
heard in legislation. Adam 
Maatallah (12) the Vice 

President of the Govern-
ment Club helped create 
and run the voter regis-
tration drive that was put 
on here at MC. Maatallah 
when asked why he wanted 
to have a voter registration 
drive at MC said, “to create 
an environment where all 
unique voices are heard in 
government. So, the voic-
es of the Jaguars could be 
heard in their local, state, 
and federal govern-
ments.” It is important 
bring awareness to 
high schools about 
the “importance 
of civic engage-
ment,” so these 
students can 
become more 
involved in 
future elec-
tions. Mem-
bers of the 
club were 
p r o v i d e d 
voter regis-
tration forms and set up sta-
tions in the glass room by 
the library for students to 
FRPH�DQG�¿OO�RXW�WKH�IRUP��
The members also brought 
forms through the commons 
during break to pass out to 
students who turn 18 before 
the November 8 deadline. 

The voter registration drive 
was a great success, and 
many MC students are now 
registered voters who can 
vote in the next election.

Another event the Gov-
e r n - ment 

Club takes part in is Youth 
Legislature. Youth Legis-
lature is a conference held 
in November in downtown 
Jackson where the mem-
bers of the club act as Mis-
sissippi legislators. The 
members present bill they 
have created to a mock 

state legislature that may 
or may not be passed by 
the Youth Legislature Gov-
ernor. One of the Co-Pres-
idents of the government 
club is Katie Farthing (11). 
When asked what her fa-
vorite part about Youth Leg 
was from last year she said, 
“Having the opportunity to 
meet delegates from all over 
Mississippi and getting to 

explore the legislative 
process.” Schools from 

all across Mississippi 
come together at the 

Capital building 
to take part in the 
Youth Legisla-

tive process. The 
students act 
as Represen-
tatives and 
Senators and 

go through 
c h a m b e r 
and com-
mittee meet-

ings to see if 
their bill will be passed by 
the other legislators. The 
ELOO�� LI� SDVVHG�� ¿QDOO\� JRHV�
to the Youth Legislation 
governor and they have 
WKH� ¿QDO� VD\� RQ� ZKHWKHU�
the bill is signed into law.

The sponsor of the club 
is Kristen Stephenson who 

Anna Kimbrell
CO- EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

teaches AP European His-
tory as well as AP US Gov-
ernment. Stephenson has 
always had a love for social 
studies, and it was fostered 
through the MC government 
club when she was a student 
here. When asked what you 
hope the members of the 
government club accomplish 
this year Stephenson said, 
“that members become active 
citizens in our government. 
Whether that means running 
IRU�RI¿FH�RQH�GD\�RU�MXVW�EH-
ing engaged in news… all of 
it is worthwhile and essential 
for the health of our democ-
racy.” The sponsor, and co-
presidents and vice presidents 
ensure that the members of 
the club can participate in 
our state and federal gov-
ernments in the near future.

Government club raises 
awareness on how important 
being involved in state and 
federal government is as a 
young adult. The younger age 
group needs their voice heard 
in congress, so all types of peo-
ple are represented in legisla-
tion. Through creating voter 
registration drives and send-
ing members of MC’s student 
body to Youth Legislature the 
club is making active mem-
bers in governmental society.

ducted they are 
forever in the club.

Monologues of all kinds 
dramatic, comedic, or oth-
HUZLVH�ZHUH�XVHG�WR�UHÀHFW�
the variety of new talent 
MRLQLQJ� WKH� FOXE�� &DPHURQ�
Rainey (12) was induct-
ed this year. Rainey did a 
monologue titled “The Big 
Bad Wolf” for its comedic 
value. When asked why she 
MRLQHG� VKH� UHSOLHG�� ³,� OLNH�
to act and be around theat-
rical activities and people 
that share the same inter-
est.” The Thespians pro-
vide a community for all 
WKRVH� ZKR� HQMR\� WKH� DUWV��
Another person inducted 
this year was Lillian Kim-
ble (10). “You’re part of a 
ELJJHU�JURXS�WKDW¶V�QRW�MXVW�
you being an actor all by 
yourself,” said Kimble. The 
community was an impor-
tant aspect of the club for 
her as well, since it offers 
opportunities for coopera-
tion between actors. Seniors 
and sophomores are wel-
come to the club alike and 
can be inducted at any time. 
The club also offers oppor-
tunities for people to show 
off their talent and share 
their passions with oth-
ers who feel the same way.

The Thespians do 
events throughout the 
year, the most exciting of 
which is the Thescon in the 

The Thespian So-
ciety had their 
induction cer-

emony September 27. The 
Thespians is an internation-
al society for actors, sing-
ers, dancers, and stage crew 
members. It celebrates the 
arts of all kinds and opens 
doors for those aspiring to 
ZRUN�LQ�WKHDWHU�RU�¿OP��7KH�
Induction ceremony brings 
in new members and in-
duct them into the society.

At the ceremony, new 
inductees light a candle and 
perform a short monologue. 
Thespians is sponsored by 
Leigha Nix. She teaches 
the theater classes at MC 
and directs the school mu-
sicals. While the inductees 
are lighting their candles, 
Leigha Nix reads off their 
past theatrical accomplish-
ments to the audience. 
The induction ceremony 
was open for the public to 
watch, and in most things 
in theater, the audience is 
always a necessity. But for 
WKLV�VRFLHW\��QRW�MXVW�DQ\RQH�
can be inducted. Everyone 
in Thespians has to have a 
certain level of experience 
in the arts, either on or off 
the stage. On the up-
side, once some-
one is in-

Dylan Thomas
STAFF WRITER

spring. Like any conven-
tion, Thescon is an event 
where Thespians across 
Mississippi can meet and 
perform in a multitude of 
different categories. The 
competitions range from 
VKRUW�¿OPV�DQG�VLQJLQJ��WR�
performing scenes from 
plays, movies, and musi-
cals. Thescon is one of the 
biggest events of the year 
for Thespians. Thespians 
DOVR� RIIHUV� RI¿FHU� SRVL-
tions. Olivia Phelps (12) 
is on the board as the Se-
nior Public Relations of-
¿FHU�� ZKLFK� PHDQV� VKH�
helps run the social media 
accounts and other media-
based areas for the club. “I 
am really excited to attend 
Thescon this year. We get 
to attend workshops, watch 
other troupes perform, and 
learn so much about the-
ater and thespians.” Since 
Olivia is a senior, this is 
the last year she will be 
able to attend Thescon, 
and it will be bigger and 
better than ever before.

Overall, the induction 
ceremony was a great way 
to start off the new school 
year for thespians. With 
H[FLWLQJ�HYHQWV�MXVW�DURXQG�
the corner everybody 
can’t wait to see what the 
new year will bring. The 
new members are in an-
WLFLSDWLRQ�WR�¿QG�RXW�ZKDW�
Thespians is all about.
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Mississippi has a lot of 
events lined up for 
the month of Octo-

ber. Some are in celebration of 
Halloween, while others are an-
nual events. The Natchez Trace 
Balloon Festival occurs yearly 
with live music, games, art, 
and hot air balloons. The bal-
loon festival was from October 
fourteenth to October sixteenth. 
This year the festival featured 
bands such as Chapel hart, 
1LN�3DUU�DQG�7KH�6HOÀHVV�/RY-
ers, Tank and the Bangas, and 
many others. Every day there 
are new attractions, each with 
something different to offer. 
Audrey Houston (11) has been 
to the festival in the past and 
she said, “I remember we went 
RXW�LQWR�D�¿HOG��DQG�WKHUH�ZHUH�
a bunch of hot air balloons ga-
ORUH��7KH�EDOORRQV�ZHUH�ÀRDWLQJ�
off the ground in a way that I 
had not seen before.” Houston 
described her experience at the 
festival as very fun and exciting.
 On October 1, the Re-
naissance held the annual Eu-
ropean Car Show, also called 
Euro Fest. At this event, people 
come to see and show off cars 
young and old, along with dif-
ferent brands. With cars ranging 
from a 2022 Toyota to a 1964 

Alfa Romeo, this car show has 
an expansive collection of auto-
mobiles and motorcycles. Walk-
er Scott (11), a Madison Central 
student who went to the car show 
this year, said, “Although I am 
not a car person, I do like seeing 
older things that have been pre-
served. Seeing older cars is re-
ally interesting.” Scott especially 
enjoyed that the car show was a 
great place to have quality time 
with his friends, as it was hosted 
by Renaissance. The Renaissance 
was a smart location because not 
only is it incredibly popular, it 
also creates a boom in business 
for both the car show and the Re-
naissance. People who come to 
the Renaissance to shop get the 
added bonus of antique cars and 
motorcycles, and those who come 
for the cars have stores to pop in.
 A Halloween themed event 
coming October twenty eighth is 
Park After Dark. Park After Dark 
is a family-friendly event where 
kids and adults alike can wear 
costumes, make arts-and-crafts, 
and other fun activities. The 
event was made possible by a 
collaboration between the Mu-
seum of Natural Science and the 
Children’s Museum. Monique 
Ealey is the Director of Educa-
tion at the Children’s Museum, 
and she has been working on Park 
After Dark. “We will have glow 
lights outside as well as a D.J. in 
the park which is something new 
to all of us.” The people over at 

the Science Museum and the Chil-
dren’s Museum are excited about the 
event and have high expectations for 
it. Monique Ealey went on to say that 
LW�LV�JRLQJ�WR�EH��³D�IXQ�¿OOHG��IDPLO\�
friendly event in a safe atmosphere.” 
Tickets can be bought online, and 
the museums are offer-
ing service hours 
for those willing 
to volunteer, ei-
ther at Park Af-
ter Dark or other 
events through-
out the year.
 With the 
balloon festival, 
Euro fest, and Park Af-
ter Dark, October stays a 
busy month for business-
es and residents across 
Mississippi. 
These 

Dylan Thomas
STAFF WRITER

events bring opportunities for 
communities to connect and be-
come stronger. They are all great 
for families to bond and get out of 
the house and it only happens once 
a year. Keep in touch with the lo-
cal events happening in the area.
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Americans and Catholics 
because he was both Ital-
ian and Catholic. President 
Benjamin Harrison in 1892 
even encouraged Ameri-
cans to celebrate Colum-
bus Day, stating that it was 
for the “great achievements 
of the four completed cen-
turies of American life.” 
This came to a head with 
the Knights of Columbus, a 
Catholic fraternal organiza-
tion. In 1937, the Knights 
of Columbus lobbied 
President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt into 
proclaiming Co-
lumbus Day as a 
national holiday.
� 7KH� ¿UVW�
documented oppo-
sitions and alterna-
tives to Columbus 
Day happened in the 
1970’s with the rise 
of anti-immigrant 
sentiments. During 
this, the Red Power 
Movement, a Na-
tive American 
movement fo-
cused on gaining 
national govern-
ment recognition, was 
winding down. How-
ever, there was a Geneva 
United Nations Conference 
in 1977. The Iroquois tribe 
used this opportunity to 
bring the Native American 
struggles to the United Na-
tions (UN). This was the 
¿UVW� WLPH� WKDW� 1DWLYH� SHR-

Hannah Schossler
COPY EDITOR

Every year on the 
second Monday of 
October, the ma-

jority of the United States 
of America celebrates a 
holiday known as Co-
lumbus Day. This holi-
day honors the explorer, 
Christopher Columbus, 
who had made the ex-
istence of the Americas 
widely known. However, 
for the Native Americans 
of the country, Columbus 
Day has been changed to a 
new holiday, one that cel-
ebrates their culture. For 
an increasing number of 
citizens, Columbus Day 
is no longer Columbus 
Day. Instead, the holiday 
is a day for recognizing 
the achievements and sur-
vival of Native Americans 
- Indigenous People’s Day.
 Columbus Day cel-
ebrations did not start until 
300 years after his arrival 
to the Americas. One of 
New York’s biggest po-
litical machines, Tammany 
+DOO��KHOG�WKH�¿UVW�FHOHEUD-
tion for Columbus in 1792. 
It made such a big wave 
through America that re-
ligious celebrations and 
parades started popping 
up over the country. At the 
time, Columbus Day was 
a way to celebrate Italian-

order to make a great 500th 
celebration of Columbus 
Day, decided to create rep-
licas of Columbus’ three 
ships and sail them from 
the East Coast, to the Pan-
DPD�&DQDO��DQG�¿QDOO\�GRFN�
in the San Francisco Bay. 
In retaliation, local Native 
Americans formed the Re-
sistance 500 and eventually 
convinced the city of Berke-

ley, California to change 
Columbus Day to 

Indigenous Peo-
ples’ Day. This 

name, Indig-
enous People’s 
Day, is what 
has become 
ingrained in 
today’s cul-
ture. When 
asked about 

the replacement 
of Columbus 
Day with Indig-
enous Peoples’ 
Day, Keira Von 

Kanel (10) 
said, “Yes, 
it is a great 
idea.” Now, 

18 states, in-
cluding Washing-

ton D.C., celebrate 
Indigenous Peoples’ 

Day or some other form of 
it. Despite many liking the 
switch to the new holiday, 
VRPH�SHRSOH�¿QG�LW�KDUG�WR�
celebrate. “It is kind of hard 
to celebrate something that 
many people do not like to 

James Phillips 
STAFF WRITER

said, “IT is an all-time favor-
ite of mine. I do not usually 
enjoy horror movies, but it 
was such a thrill of a movie, 
I could not help but enjoy it.” 
Many fans of the book and 
movie felt the same way when 
it premiered on the big screen, 
gaining a lot of positive re-
ception from fans and critics.
         Halloween is a lively 
holiday, even for people who 
are not a fan of horror, since 
there are still more tame and 
fun activities for them to par-
ticipate in, such as hosting fun 
parties with your friends, go-
ing trick & treating and many 
other fun forms of events. 
No matter how old people 
are, the Halloween season 
will always be enjoyable.
 

S        eptember 21st is the of-
¿FLDO� VWDUW� RI� WKH� IDOO�
and Halloween sea-
son. Halloween origi-

nates from the Celts who lived 
2,000 years ago from their 
ancient festival of Smhain.

In this festival peo-
SOH� OLJKW� ERQ¿UHV� DQG� ZHDU� FRV-
tumes to ward off ghosts and 
spirits. Fast forward to the eighth 
century Pope Gregory III made 
November 1 a holiday to honor 
all saints, “All Saints Day”. The 
day before, October 31, earned 
the name “All Hallows Eve”, 
which we now know as Hallow-
een. American colonists who 
were English Puritans celebrated 
Samhain before traveling to their 
new country. Because of their 
Christian background; Ameri-
can Colonists began to change 
how they celebrate Halloween. 
In the New World Halloween was 
a time for “play parties” which 
were private parties to celebrate 
the harvest. The colonists would 
dress up in costumes and tell 
scary stories. These parties paved 
the way for modern Halloween.
           A common thing for peo-
ple to do during the Halloween 
season is to decorate, plan out 
their costume, and watch mov-
ies revolving around Halloween. 
Halloween movies are a staple 
during the fall season. Mov-
ies like “A Nightmare before 
Christmas”, “Hocus Pocus”, and 
“Beetlejuice” are classics. Cale-
sha Doyle (10) was a s k e d 

what her favorite Halloween 
movie was she said “My fa-
vorite Halloween movie is def-
initely Girl vs Monster. I enjoy 
Disney original Halloween 
movies as they were a huge 
part of my childhood.” Hal-
loween is a fan favorite holiday 
because of the horror aspect.  
            Over the years there have 
EHHQ� PDQ\� LQÀXHQWLDO� KRUURU�
movies. One of the most popu-
lar of the Halloween series. In 
1978 John Carpenter created, 
wrote, and directed Halloween 
(1978), Halloween II, Hallow-
een III: Season of the Witch, 
Halloween (2018), and Hal-
loween Kills. As of now there 
DUH� WZHOYH� +DOORZHHQ� ¿OPV��
comic books, and video games. 
Autumn Armor (12) said that 
“The Halloween franchise is 
one of my favorites. They are 
fun movies that give you the 
right amount of adrenaline 
rush and excitement.” It is no 
GRXEW�WKH�IUDQFKLVH�GH¿QHG�WKH�
horror genre, and another fa-
mous franchise, Scream, was a 
parody of the Halloween mov-
ies. Another form of media 
full of horror, suspense, and 
thrill are the halloween books. 
One of the most famous hor-
ror and supernatural authors, 
Stephen King, wrote some of 
the most iconic books, which 
includes: “It”, “The Shining”, 
and “Carrie” and all of which 
were made into movie adap-
tations. When asked what her 
favorite Stephen King book or 
movie was, Ziah Zones (11) 

ple were able to speak for 
themselves at a UN con-
IHUHQFH�� DQG� WKH� ¿UVW� WLPH�
a Native American holiday 
was discussed. They called 
it the International Day of 
Solidarity with the Indige-
nous Peoples of the Ameri-
cas. South Dakota in 1990 
proclaimed that Columbus 
Day was t o 

b e 
changed to Native Ameri-
can Day. Although, the 
Christopher Columbus 
Quincentenary Jubilee 
Commission, created by 
President Ronald Reagan in 

talk about,” Ainsley Beck-
er (11) said when queried.
 Elizabeth Barger, 
MC’s AP U.S. History teach-
er lets her students discuss 
major holidays around the 
world. These discussions 
EULQJ�XS�KRZ�KROLGD\V�LQÀX-
enced and shifted U.S. histo-
ry. Barger allows her students 
to discuss both Columbus 
Day and Indigenous Peoples’ 
Day. However, talk about 
controversial holidays often 
brings major discourse. “The 
entire class comes up with 
rules for honest and respect-
ful conversations,” Barger 
said. These student-made 
ground rules also allow them 
to become more invested in 
the discussion. The students 
perceive different perspec-
tives from their peers, and 
get evidence to back up opin-
ions. “These discussions are 
not about having students 
convince one another to 
celebrate one holiday over 
another,” Barger respond-
ed. Students grow to un-
derstand one-another while 
still keeping their beliefs.
Throughout the years, the 
holiday we celebrate on the 
second Monday of Octo-
ber has changed names and 
meanings several times. 
From Tammany Hall’s Co-
lumbus Day to the Indige-
nous Peoples’ Day that coun-
tered the 500th anniversary 
of Columbus’ arrival this hol-
iday will continue to grow.
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M        a d i s o n 
Centra l ’s 
( M C ) 

swim team has been a 
power house for many 
years. Throughout the 
years, MC has had many 
new and talented swim-
mers. Currently, the 
swim team consists of 
20 girls and 13 boys. 
MC’s teams compete 
separately between the 
boy’s and the girl’s, di-
viding the team into two. 
Both teams have won 
many different cham-
pionships and awards.

         T h e 
swimmers at MC prac-
tice long and hard before 
school for an hour and a 
half at their year-round 
club teams, and, “They 
also practice after school 
for another two hours,” 
said Coach Bridget Car-
mody. “We have to ap-
proach training like it is 
a game of chess, putting 
the best swimmers in the 
best spot.” According 
to Carmody, 32 out of 
��� VZLPPHUV� TXDOL¿HG�
to compete in the North 
Half competition. The 
hardest part for Carmody 
is when her and her part-

ner, have to sit down and go 
through timings, events, and 
which event each swimmer 
should be put in. Carmody 

said, “After the girl’s relay 
win, we don’t usually have 
time to celebrate because ev-
erybody is cheering the boys 
on in their last event. Once 
they win we come to tears, and 
give giant wet group hugs”. 
A swim team tradition for 
the past eight years is to cel-
ebrate their wins by throwing 
the coaches into the water. .

         Cassie Howell 
(12) has been in swimming 
her whole life, being on the 
MC swim team for 6 years. 
Throughout those years, she 
has most enjoyed growing up 
with her senior class she said, 
“Most of us have been on the 
team since seventh grade, 
DQG� LW� KDV� EHHQ� VR� IXO¿OOLQJ�
growing those relationships 
for many years now.” How-
ell’s favorite part about being 
on the swim team is having a 
second family. Howell said, 
“Coach Carmody and Coach 
Eddie foster such a support-
ive environment where we 
can grow as individuals and 
as a team.” Howell is most 
looking forward to the girl’s 
swim team’s ninth state 
championship. She hopes 
everyone achieves their 
personal best records and 
even state records as well.  

         T h r o u g h o u t 

the years the swim team 
has grown and become 
very close. Fancier Shi (11) 
says the best part about be-
ing on the swim team are 
her coaches and her team-
mates, calling them a “big 
family”. Shi also said that 
they support each other 
through the highs and lows 
of the sport, as well as out-
side of school. Shi said, 
“I am most excited to see 
what races I’ll swim this 
year. It’s funny how I have 
swam different races each 
year since seventh grade, 
so maybe this is the year 
,� ZLOO� ¿QDOO\� KDYH� D� UDFH�
that I will stick with”. Shi 
gives credit to the coach-
es, sayings they go above 
and beyond even though 
SUDFWLFHV� FDQ� EH� GLI¿FXOW�

Madison Cen-
tral’s (MC) 
C r o s s -

Country teams are just 
one of our many  pres-
tigious athletic depart-

ments. Both 
teams are known across 
the state for their fast run-
ners. Their seasons have 

started, and 
they prepare and prac-

tice daily for the upcom-
ing state championship in 
November. With the sea-
son being in full swing, 
the boys’ and girls’ teams 
try to stay hyper focused 
on the goals they have set 
throughout their seasons.

 The MC boys’ 
cross-country team has 
been training throughout 
the start of the school year 
for the meets they soon 
would have. The runners 
have been competing in 
numerous races this fall 
to try and qualify for 
the championship. Cross 
country runner Camden 
Hood (11) said, “So far, 
the season has been great. 
Everyone on the 
team has hit 
a personal 
r ecord , 
a n d 
e v e r y 

member has pushed each 
other to do their best.” Be-
fore the season started, the 
team had been preparing 
immensely to beat previ-
ous records and come out 
on top. Hood added, “Mon-
day and Tuesday we typi-
cally run trails, and then on 
Wednesday the team has 
hard workouts with thresh-
olds. Towards the end of 
the week, we do a long 
run, and then we do a short 
run because our meets are 
on Saturday’s.” In order 
to not be too sore for meet 
days, the athletes limit the 
distance of their run on 
Fridays. Throughout the 
week, the team does strate-
gic workouts and long runs 
to get ready for upcoming 
meets. All of this prepara-
tion is so that by meet day, 
the team is focused and 
ready to run. The girls team 
performs similar prepara-
tions leading up to meets. 

 The girls’ cross-
country team practices 
during and after school in 
order to be ready for meets 
throughout the season. 
This preparation includes 

intense workouts 
to get ready 

for upcom-
ing Sat-
u r d a y 
meets. 
T h e 

t e a m 
u n d e r g o e s 

strength train-
ing and runs dif-
ferent routes and 
lengths to plan 
for upcoming 

meets. Addison 

Reeves (11) said, “In prac-
tice we focus on workouts 
and mile repeats to make 
sure we are ready for our 
meets.” Leading up to meet 
days, the team stays focused 
on their goals for them-
selves and the team. Senior 
runner Ava Dear (12) adds, 
“The season has been great 
VR�IDU�DV�ZH�SODFHG�WRS�¿YH�
DW�RQH�RI�RXU�¿UVW�PHHWV��7R�
prepare for races, we build 
up mileage so by the end 
of the season we are at our 
best. Water and stretching 
are a necessity leading up to 
meet day as it helps us gain 
strength while running.”  On 
meet days, the team checks 
out the course they will be 
running, warms up, and 
gives each other pep talks 
to calm their nerves be-
fore heading to the course. 

 Throughout this sea-
son, the teams have been 
training and competing 
against other schools to win 
the title of state champions. 
As the season continues, 
the teams are striving to 
not only reach their goals 
but go beyond them. Since 
the season is coming to end 
soon, the teams attempt 
to reach their top poten-
tials going into state meets. 

 

it is worth it end the end 
when they are successful.

         Isabelle Pike 
(10) is looking forward to 
the bus rides, saying how 
they are always so event-
ful and the meets them-
selves are always so much 
fun for her and her team-
mates. Pike said, “I love 
how everybody is super 
supportive and friendly to 
one another”, she enjoys 
getting to spend time with 
the other swimmers and the 
coaches because they help 
her prepare for her compe-
titions. Pike talked about 
how Coach Eddie helps 
her with her nerves be-
fore competitions, saying, 
“Before I race, I always 
talk to Coach Eddie, and 
jump around to help get rid 

Avery Holland 
STAFF WRITER

Brittan McFadden 
BUSINESS
 MANAGER

of my nerves.” She has en-
joyed the last couple of years 
of swimming and is look-
ing forward to her next few 
years of being on the team.

         Many of the 
swimmers of MC’s swim and 
dive team have been a part of 
the team since middle school. 
Since members have been on 
the team for so long, they have 
all become a family. Each 
growing closer and closer by 
the year, supporting each oth-
er through the thick and thins 
of the team, as well as set-
ting personal goals. Whether 
it be working through nerves 
of upcoming competitions 
or helping them prepare for 
championships, the MC swim 
team supports one another.

Above: The Madison Central Swim Team poses for a picture.
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